
This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.
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1 The comment must be accompanied by an 
explicit request for confidential treatment, 
including the factual and legal basis for the request, 
and must identify the specific portions of the 
comment to be withheld from the public record. 
The Commission’s General Counsel will grant or 
deny the request, consistent with applicable law 
and the public interest. See 16 CFR 4.9(c). 

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

16 CFR Part 305 

[RIN 3084–AB03] 

Rule Concerning Disclosures 
Regarding Energy Consumption and 
Water Use of Certain Home Appliances 
and Other Products Required Under 
the Energy Policy and Conservation 
Act (‘‘Appliance Labeling Rule’’) 

AGENCY: Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC or Commission). 
ACTION: Advance notice of proposed 
rulemaking and public meeting 
announcement. 

SUMMARY: Section 321 of the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007 
requires the Commission to conduct a 
rulemaking to consider the effectiveness 
of current energy labeling for lamps 
(commonly referred to as ‘‘light bulbs’’) 
and to consider alternative labeling 
approaches. In response to that 
directive, the Commission seeks 
comments on the effectiveness of 
current labeling requirements for lamp 
packages and possible alternatives to 
those requirements. As part of this 
effort, the Commission will hold a 
public roundtable meeting on 
September 15, 2008, from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Hampton Newsome, Attorney, (202) 
326-2889, and Lemuel Dowdy, (202) 
326-2981, Division of Enforcement, 
Federal Trade Commission, 601 New 
Jersey Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 
20001. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
September 29, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to 
‘‘Lamp Labeling, Project No. P084206’’ 
to facilitate organization of comments. A 
comment filed in paper form should 
include this reference both in the text 
and on the envelope, and should be 
mailed to the following address: Federal 
Trade Commission/Office of the 
Secretary, Room H-135 (Annex N), 600 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, 

DC 20580. The FTC is requesting that 
any comment filed in paper form be sent 
by courier or overnight service, if 
possible, because U.S. postal mail in the 
Washington area and at the Commission 
is subject to delay due to heightened 
security precautions. Comments 
containing confidential material must be 
filed in paper form, must be clearly 
labeled ‘‘Confidential,’’ and must 
comply with Commission Rule 4.9(c).1 

Comments filed in electronic form 
should be submitted by clicking on: 
(https://secure.commentworks.com/ftc- 
lamplabeling) and following the 
instructions on the web-based form. To 
ensure that the Commission considers 
an electronic comment, you must file it 
on the web-based form at the (https:// 
secure.commentworks.com/ftc- 
lamplabeling) weblink. You may also 
visit http://www.regulations.gov to read 
this advance notice of proposed 
rulemaking, and file an electronic 
comment through that Website. The 
Commission will consider all comments 
that regulations.gov forwards to it. 

The FTC Act and other laws the 
Commission administers permit the 
collection of public comments to 
consider and use in this proceeding as 
appropriate. All timely and responsive 
comments received by the Commission, 
whether filed in paper or in electronic 
form, will be considered by the 
Commission, and will be available to 
the public on the FTC Website, to the 
extent practicable, at www.ftc.gov. As a 
matter of discretion, the FTC makes 
every effort to remove home contact 
information for individuals from public 
comments it receives before placing 
those comments on the FTC Website. 
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2 The FTC issued the current lighting disclosure 
requirements in 1994 (see 16 CFR §§ 305.15(a),(b), 
& (c)). See 59 FR 25176 (May 13, 1994). 

3 See 16 CFR 305.15. A sample of the current 
label is attached to this Notice. 

4 16 CFR 305.20. 
5 In addition to the requirements for common 

household lamps, the Rule directs manufacturers of 
fluorescent lamp ballasts and luminaires, metal 
halide lamp fixtures, and certain tube-type 
(‘‘general service’’) fluorescent lamps to mark their 
products with an encircled ‘‘E,’’ a symbol signifying 
compc4
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14 See http://www.energystar.gov. 

15 Information about impacts beyond consumers’ 
operating costs such as costs related to manufacture 
or disposal. 

16 When statistical or scientific data is presented, 
the Commission requests enough detail about data, 
study design, statistical analysis, and findings to 
enable it to understand the methodology that was 
used to conduct the analysis. 

efficiency products through the 
successful ENERGY STAR program.14 
The FTC’s labels and the ENERGY 
STAR program work in tandem to 
provide a robust source of energy 
efficiency information to consumers. 

D. Labeling Considerations: 
Consumers are accustomed to using 
watts as a means to gauge the expected 
light output of lamps because the 
wattage (i.e., energy use) of 
incandescent lamps provides a 
consistent proxy for brightness (i.e., 
light output). For example, a consumer 
may seek a ‘‘100-watt’’ incandescent 
bulb because it provides the light output 
they desire for a reading lamp fixture. 
Conversely, a consumer may choose a 
‘‘40-watt’’ incandescent bulb for a 
hallway or utility room where high light 
output may not be as important. 

This approach worked well in a 
market largely populated by standard 
incandescent lamps, but the emergence 
of new, more energy efficient 
technologies has changed matters. CFLs 
and solid-state lighting products can 
provide the same light output as 
traditional incandescent lamps, but at a 
fraction of the energy use. A traditional, 
standard incandescent bulb typically 
uses 100 watts to provide 1,600 lumens 
of light output. A CFL, on the other 
hand, can provide the same light output 
using only 25 watts, while a solid-state 
lamp (likely to be widely available in 
the future) may use even less energy to 
produce the same brightness. 
Accordingly, energy use (watts) no 
longer serves as a reliable proxy for light 
output. 

Light output expressed in ‘‘lumens’’ is 
a more accurate way for consumers to 
determine the brightness of lamps 
because it conveys the brightness of 
lighting products regardless of energy 
use or the technology upon which the 
lamp is based (e.g., incandescent, CFL, 
or solid-state). Nonetheless, anecdotal 
evidence suggests that consumers 
continue to look for watts (instead of 
lumens) as a means to gauge light 
output when purchasing lamps. 
Therefore, CFL packages routinely 
contain conspicuous comparisons to 
incandescent lamps (e.g., ‘‘this bulb is a 
‘100-watt’ equivalent’’). With these 
considerations in mind, as part of this 
rulemaking, the Commission will 
consider new1 Tm
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List of Subjects in 16 CFR Part 305 
Advertising, Consumer Protection, 

Energy Conservation, Household 
appliances, Labeling, Lamp Products, 
Penalties, Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements. 

By direction of the Commission. 

Donald S. Clark 
Secretary 
[FR Doc. E8–16283 Filed 7–16–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6750–01–S 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
COMMISSION 

19 CFR Part 207 

Revised Procedures and Requests for 
Information During Adequacy Phase of 
Five-Year Reviews 

AGENCY: United States International 
Trade Commission. 
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking. 

SUMMARY: The United States 
International Trade Commission (‘‘the 
Commission’’) proposes to amend its 
Rules of Practice and Procedure to 
require that responses to notices of 
institution of five-year reviews be filed 
within 30 days of publication of the 
notice, as opposed to the 50-day 
response period specified in its current 
rules. It additionally seeks public 
comment on proposals, which would 
not require changes in its rules, to seek 
additional information from interested 
parties at the institution of five-year 
reviews, and to seek information from 

purchasers during the adequacy phase 
of five-year reviews in certain 
circumstances. 

DATES: To be assured of consideration, 
written comments must be received by 
September 15, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by docket number MISC–024, 
by any of the following methods: 
—Federal eRulemaking Portal: http:// 

www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

—Agency Web Site: http:// 
www.usitc.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments 
on the Web site at http:// 
www.usitc.gov/secretary/edis.htm. 

—Mail: For paper submission. U.S. 
International Trade Commission, 500 
E Street, SW., Room 112, Washington, 
DC 20436. 

—Hand Delivery/Courier: U.S. 
International Trade Commission, 500 
E Street, SW., Room 112, Washington, 
DC 20436, from the hours of 8:45 a.m. 
to 5:15 p.m. 
Instructions: All submissions received 

must include the agency name and 
docket number (MISC–024) for this 
rulemaking. All comments received will 
be posted without change to http:// 
www.usitc.gov, including any personal 
information provided. For paper copies, 
a signed original and 14 copies of each 
set of comments, along with a cover 
letter stating the nature of the 
commenter’s interest in the proposed 
rulemaking, should be submitted to 
Marilyn R. Abbott, Secretary, U.S. 
International Trade Commission, 500 E 

Street, SW., Room 112, Washington, DC 
20436. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or 
comments received, go to http:// 
www.usitc.gov and/or the U.S. 
International Trade Commission, 500 E 
Street, SW., Room 112, Washington, DC 
20436. The pertinent docket number is 
MISC–024. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Marc A. Bernstein, Office of General 
Counsel, U.S. International Trade 
Commission, telephone 202–205–3087, 
or Robert G. Carpenter, Office of 
Investigations, U.S. International Trade 
Commission, telephone 202–205–3160. 
Hearing-impaired individuals can 
obtain information on this matter by 
contacting the Commission’s TDD 
terminal at 202–205–1810. General 
information concerning the Commission 
may also be obtained by visiting its Web 
site at www.usitc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
preamble below is designed to assist 
readers in understanding these 
proposed changes to Commission 
procedures during the adequacy phase 
of five-year reviews. This preamble 
provides background information, a 
regulatory analysis of the proposed 
amendment to the Commission’s Rules 
of Practice and Procedure, an 
explanation of the procedural changes 
proposed, and a description of the 
proposed amendment to the rules. The 
Commission encourages members of the 
public to comment, in addition to any 
other comments they wish to make on 
the proposed amendment, on whether 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 21:08 Jul 16, 2008 Jkt 214001 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4702 Sfmt 4702 E:\FR\FM\17JYP1.SGM 17JYP1 E
P

17
JY

08
.0

03
<

/G
P

H
>

pw
al

ke
r 

on
 P

R
O

D
1P

C
71

 w
ith

 P
R

O
P

O
S

A
LS


